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INTRODUCTION 
Th i s paper has been prepared in order to prov ide in format ion fo r 
CDCC member states, on the p rog re s s made by the Caribbean Environment 
Project (CEP) s i n ce the Fourth CDCC Se s s i on held in A p r i l , 1979. 
The J o i n t UNEP/ECLA Pro ject fo r Environmental Management- in the 
Wider Car ibbean, which commenced in 1977, was commissioned to eva luate 
the e x i s t i n g s t a te of the environment, to a s s e s s the fu tu re t rends , and 
to develop a Plan of Ac t i on fo r sound environmental management in the 
Wider Caribbean Region. — A l l member s t a te s and T e r r i t o r i e s of the 
CDCC are covered by the P lan. 
At the request of Caribbean Governments a t tend ing the E i gh th Governing 
Counci l Se s s i on of UNEP in N a i r o b i , Ap r i l 1980, the P ro ject i s to be 
extended from the end of June 1980 to A p r i l 1981. The Ac t i on P lan , which 
was endorsed by government-nominated experts from the Region together with 
a comprehensive work programme fo r implementation, w i l l be submitted to a 
M i n i s t e r i a l level Inter-Governmental Meet ing, fo r formal adopt ion , in 
March, 1981. 
Once the P lan has been adopted, implementation i s expected to f o l l ow 
v i r t u a l l y irrimediately. 
]_/ The "Wider Caribbean Reg ion " inc ludes a l l S ta te s and T e r r i t o r i e s 
which have borders on the Caribbean Sea or Gulf o f Mexico, and 
other ne ighbour ing S ta te s and T e r r i t o r i e s which have s t rong c u l t u r a l 
and/or p o l i t i c a l l i n k s w i th the Region: i . e . El S a l vado r , Guyana, 
Suriname, Bahamas, Turks and Caicos I s l a n d s and the French Department 
o f Guyane. 
CEP A C T I V I T I E S , APRIL 1979 TO APRIL Ì980 
A d v i s o r y Panel Meet ings 
Two meetings o f members o f the H igh-Leve l A d v i s o r y Panel were held 
du r i ng the year to review the documentation prepared by v a r i o u s U.N. 
A g e n c i e s , c o n s u l t a n t s and the CEP P ro jec t team. 
The f i r s t meeting was held in Mexico C i t y from 10 to 12 September 1979 
The second meet ing, held in P o r t - o f - S p a i n between 14 and 17 November 1979, 
concerned i t s e l f e x c l u s i v e l y w i th the D ra f t A c t i o n P l an , a paper e n t i t l e d 
" O p t i o n s f o r I n s t i t u t i o n a l and F i n anc i a l A r rangements " (UNEP/CEPAL 1979, 
E/CEPAL/PROY.3/L.4), a paper e n t i t l e d " P r i n c i p l e s and Gu ide l i ne s which 
may be used f o r a Reg iona l Legal Agreement" (UNEP/CEPAL 1979, E/CEPAL/ 
PROY.3/L.5 and the D ra f t P r o v i s i o n a l and D ra f t Annotated P r o v i s i o n a l 
Agenda prepared f o r the Meeting of Government Nominated Expert s (GNEM). 
On the b a s i s o f the d i s c u s s i o n s on the documentat ion, the work ing 
papers f o r the GNEM, i n c l ud i n g the D ra f t A c t i o n P lan , were r e v i s e d , 
i n c o r p o r a t i n g recommendations o f the A d v i s o r y Pane l . 
Meet ing of Government Nominated Exper t s to Review the D ra f t Ac t i on P lan 
f o r the Wider Car ibbean Region 
The Meet ing of Government Nominated Expe r t s was held in Caracas , 
Venezue la , from 28 January to 1 February 1980 under the j o i n t a u sp i c e s 
of the Un i ted Na t i on s Environment Programme (UNEP) and the Economic 
Commission f o r L a t i n America (ECLA). Rep re sen t a t i v e s from 23 S ta te s and 
T e r r i t o r i e s attended the meet ing. S i x bod ies o f the U.N. S e c r e t a r i a t , 
f i v e o r g a n i z a t i o n s o f the U.N. system, s i x intergovernmenta l o r g a n i z a t i o n s 
and two non-governmental o r g a n i z a t i o n s sent o b s e r v e r s . 
Dur ing the meeting the D ra f t A c t i o n P lan was r e v i s ed by the de lega te s 
and a r e v i s e d P lan was adopted by concensus du r i n g the f i n a l p l ena r y . 
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The l i s t o f documents d i s t r i b u t e d at the meeting i s a t tached as Annex 
I . 
The Report of the meeting has been d i s t r i b u t e d to a l l governments 
o f the Region under the number E/CEPAL/PR0Y.3/L.6. 
Conference on Economic Growth and Environmental Management !n the Smal ler 
Car ibbean I s l a n d s 
The CEP co - sponsored the above-named Conference, j o i n t l y w i th US-MAB, 
the CDB, UNDIESA (OETB) and UNESCO, in Barbados from 17 to 21 September, 
For the purposes o f the meeting " S m a l l e r I s l a n d s " were def ined as those 
2 
I s l a nd S t a te s hav ing an area not exceeding 10,000 km nor a popu l a t i on 
exceeding 500,000. 
The meeting was o r gan i zed to focus on the spec i a l development problems 
of the sma l l e r i s l a n d s in the Region so that t h e i r needs could be 
s a t i s f a c t o r i l y i ncorporated i n to the Ac t i on P lan. 
The Proceed ings o f the Conference were pub l i s hed in December 1979 and 
the document was d i s t r i b u t e d at the GNEM in Caracas as an i n fo rmat ion 
document. 
Other A c t i v i t i e s 
Other a c t i v i t i e s undertaken du r i n g the per iod under c o n s i d e r a t i o n 
I n c l ude ; 
i ) attendance at re levant meet ings and conferences In the Reg ion; 
i i ) ongo ing l i a i s o n w i th U.N. Agenc i e s , Intergovernmenta l agenc ie s 
and non-governmental o r g a n i z a t i o n s . Th i s a c t i v i t y has been 
i n t e n s i f i e d s i n c e February 1930 in connect ion w i th p ro jec t 
p repa ra t i on f o r implementat ion of the Ac t i on P lan? 
¡ i í ) c o - ope r a t i on with other re levant r eg i ona l p r o j e c t s ; 
i v ) c o n s u l t a t i o n s w i th the Governments o f the Region. T h i s 
a c t i v i t y was i n t e n s i f i e d in 1979. 
P r o j e c t i o n s to A p r i l 1981 
The present p ro jec t t ime - tab l e a n t i c i p a t e s that the A c t i o n P lan w i l l 
be adopted by A p r i 1 1981. 
As requested at the Government Nominated Experts Meet ing , a d e t a i l e d 
Work Programme fo r implementation o f the A c t i o n Plan i s c u r r e n t l y be ing 
prepared by the CEP team in con junc t i on w i th UNEP-RS/PAC and the s p e c i a l i z e d 
Agenc ie s of the U.N. System. A l s o in p r epa r a t i o n , i s a document a n a l y s i n g 
the f i n a n c i a l i m p l i c a t i o n s of the Ac t i on P l an , i n c l ud i n g op t i on s f o r funding 
mechanisms and management. 
A second Government Nominated Exper t s Meeting has been scheduled f o r 
January 1981. At that meeting i t i s hoped that the work programme f o r 
implementat ion of the Ac t i on P lan w i l l be f i n a l i z e d and recommendations r e -
ga rd i ng f i n a n c i a l arrangements w i l l be made to the Governments. 
The M i n i s t e r i a l - 1 e v e l Intergovernmenta l Meeting has now been r e -
scheduled f o r March 1981. 
Another important a c t i v i t y scheduled f o r 1980 i s a h i g h - l e v e l UNEP/ 
CEP m i s s i o n to po ten t i a l fund ing o r g a n i z a t i o n s ( m u l t i l a t e r a l and b l - l a t e r a l ) 
to seek fund ing f o r the p r o j e c t s be ing developed for the implementation of 
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